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B I B L I C A L  F O U N DAT I O N  

C A R I N G  F O R  V I C T I M S

Luke 10:  29 … “And who is my neighbor?”

30 In reply Jesus said:“A man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of 

his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A 

priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he 

saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, 

when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 

and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him 

and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 

the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took 

care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[e] and gave 

them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I 

return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on 

him.”

Jesus told him,“Go and do likewise.”

Matthew 25: 

35 For I was hungry and you 

gave me something to eat, I 

was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you invited me 

in, 36 I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit 

me.’

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399e


THE MISSION FIELD  

There are currently 7 

million offenders under 

some form of supervision 

in the United States.

There are currently 21 

million known victims of 

crime in the United 

States.

Source: Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections



I M P A C T S  E V E R Y O N E

1 . P R I M A RY  V I C T I M S : D I R E C T LY  I M PA C T E D

2 . S E C O N DA RY  V I C T I MS : F A M I LY  

M E M B E R S ,  F R I E N D S ,  O R  N E I G H B O R S

3 . T E RT I A RY  V I C T I MS : C O M M U N I T Y  A S  A  

W H O L E  



V I C T I M S  A R E  E F F E C T E D :

1.PHYSICALLY

2.FINANCIALLY

3.EMOTIONALLY

4.SPIRITUALLY

Source:  ODRC Victim Awareness Facilitator Manual



“Traumatic events call into question 

basic human relationships. They breach 

the attachments of family, friendships, 

love and community. They shatter the 

construction of the self that is formed 

and sustained in relations to others. 

They undermined the belief systems that 

give meaning to human experience. 

They violate the victim’s faith in a natural 

and divine order and cast the victim 

into a state of existential crisis.”

Trauma and Recovery: 

The Aftermath of 

Violence – From 

Domestic Abuse to 

Political Terror 

By 

Dr. Judith Herman

CRIME’S IMPACT IS DEEP:



H O W  W E  N E E D  
T O  C A R E



T H E R E  I S  N O  
P E R F E C T  V I C T I M
➢ M A Y  V A C I L L A T E  W I T H  T H E I R  A C C O U N T

➢ M A Y  D E L A Y  R E P O R T I N G  T H E  V I O L E N C E

➢ M A Y  B E  I N C O N S I S T E N T / U N P R E D I C T A B L E  

B A S E D  O N  T H E I R  T R A U M A

➢ O F T E N  F E E L  T H R E A T E N E D ,  M A N I P U L A T E D ,  

A F R A I D ,  A N D  R E L U C T A N T  T O  R E P O R T  T H E  

A B U S E

➢ M A Y  B E  C O N F L I C T E D :  D O N ’ T  W A N T  T H E  

O F F E N D E R  T O  G O  T O  J A I L / P R I S O N

Source: Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction Office of Victim Services. Crime Victim Sensitivity Training presented by Jennifer Conkle 



The Good Samaritan’s response:

• Noticed the person hurting

• Responded with empathy, compassion, 

and care

• Provided tangible help and 

encouragement

• Referred victim to someone else (the 

Innkeeper) who could provide 

additional assistance

THE GOOD SAMARITAN WAY OF CARING

The Good Samaritan did NOT:

• Blame the victim

• Demand to know the circumstance of 

the incident

• Tell the victim what to do

• Try to solve the crime or the root 

causes of it

• Solely take on the well-being of the 

victim. 
Source: Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction Office of Victim Services. Crime Victim Sensitivity Training presented by Dr. Roxanne Swogger-Coey



Physical Safety

Removal; Security of space; Medical treatment;  

Disconnection

Emotional Safety

Validating feelings, acknowledge fear, anger, 

confusion & frustration, grief, guilt & self-blame, 

shame & humiliation

CRITICAL CARE NEEDS

Source: God and the Victim. L.B. Lampman and M. Shattuck



Autonomy

Restoration of control; Presence of personal 

power strengthens a sense of wholeness

Order

Predication and preparation; Answers to 

questions restores a sense of order as events 

can be explained

CRITICAL CARE NEEDS

Source: God and the Victim. L.B. Lampman and M. Shattuck



Equality
Vindication and validation that this crime should 

not have happened; Appropriate accountability

Relatedness
Healthy relationships form and affirm our sense 

of identity; “A secure sense of connection with 

caring people is the foundation of personality 

development.” – Dr. J. Herman, Trauma and Recovery 

CRITICAL CARE NEEDS

Source: God and the Victim. L.B. Lampman and M. Shattuck



E S S E N T I A L S  
F O R  

H E A L I N G



EMPATHY

em· pa· thy
/ˈempəTHē/

noun

the ability to 

understand and share 

the feelings of another

➢Decreases shame

➢Builds trust

➢ Increases connection

➢Promotes self-agency & 

resiliency



HELP VICTIMS IN HEALING:

➢Encourage the victim to face the offense by giving them an 
opportunity to tell their “truth” 

➢Acknowledge that the wrong should not have happened

➢Create safe relationships where the victim can 
acknowledge the severity of his/her hurt

➢Walk with victim as they search for and find answers to 
their spiritual, emotional, physiological, and justice 
questions

➢Develop support groups as a resource for encouragement



for·give·ness
/ˌfərˈɡivnəs/

noun

the action or process of 

forgiving or being 

forgiven

Synonyms: Pardon, 

absolution, mercy, 

understanding



HELP VICTIMS IN FORGIVENESS:

➢Help the victim recognize that God’s personal forgiveness is 
available to every human being

➢Encourage the victim to seek God’s strength in order to 
obey God’s command to forgive; Do not make the victim 
feel “guilty” if he/she struggles with forgiveness

➢Help the victim practice repeated forgiveness when 
necessary

➢Summon prayer support for those struggling to offer 
forgiveness

➢Avoid pushing for victim/offender reconciliation too quickly 



HELP ALL PARTIES MOVE TOWARD

RECONCILIATION

“The cost for the offended comes in withholding 
judgment and instead offering the possibility of 
restoration. . . The cost for the offender is repentance. . . 
Further, a forgiving heart does not wait passively for 
repentance to occur. Instead, it offers the offender a taste 
of mercy and strength intended to expose and destroy 

sin.”                                                       
Dan B. Allender, “Forgive and Forget” and other Myths of Forgiveness 

Forgiveness + Repentance



HELP ALL PARTIES MOVE TOWARD

RESTORATION:

“…the entire community needs both the criminal and the victim 

restored to wholeness through the victim’s recompense and the 

criminal’s repentance. Only then are all parties restored to health 

and the faithful community healed in all its parts. And only then can 

God continue to use such a community and every individual in it as 

instruments to furthering His good and loving purpose for His 

world.” 

Elizabeth Achtemeier, Victimization and Healing: The Biblical View 

Forgiveness + Repentance + Reconciliation 



C R I M E ,  V I C T I M ,  &   
C O M M U N I T Y

1 . C R I M E  I S  R E C O G N I Z E D  A S  H A R M  D O N E  

TO  P E R S O N S  A N D / O R  C O M M U N I T Y

2 . C R I M E  I S  A  V E RY  P E R S O N A L  V I O L AT I O N  

T H AT  C A U S E S  R E A L  H A R M  TO  P E O P L E

3 . C R I M E  I S  C O N S I D E R E D  TO  H AV E  B E E N  

C O M M I T T E D  A G A I N S T  T H E  S TAT E

4 . C R I M E  V I C T I M S  A R E  W I T N E S S E S  TO  T H E  

P R O C E E D I N G S  O F  J U S T I C E

5 . S O M E  E F F E C T S  O F  C R I M E  A R E  S H O RT-

T E R M  W H I L E  S O M E  C R I M E S  A F F E C T  

P E O P L E  F O R  T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E I R  L I V E S
Source:  ODRC Victim Awareness Facilitator Manual



CONTEMPORARY

RETRIBUTIVE JUSTICE

BIBLICAL RESTORATIVE

JUSTICE

Source: Howard Zehr, “Changing Lenses” 25th Anniversary Edition

The State as victim People, communities, shalom as 

victim

Wrong as a violation of rules Wrong as violation of people, 

relationships, shalom

Focus on guilt and abstract 

principles

Focus on harm done

Justice tested by rules, 

procedures

Justice defined by outcome, 

substance

Justice divided into areas, each 

with different rules

Justice seen as integrated whole



RESOURCES



W E S T  O H I O  C O N F E R E N C E  
R E S O U R C E S :

2 0 1 9  W E B I N A R S  A N D  

T R A I N I N GS

FAC E B O O K  GRO U P

H T T P S : / /W W W. FAC E B O O K . C O

M /GRO U P S / 4 0 9 7 3 7 7 4 9 4 1 7 6 9 8 /

https://www.facebook.com/groups/409737749417698/


“ T R AU M AT I C  E V E N T S  D E S T ROY  T H E  

V I C T I M’ S  F U N DA ME N TA L 

A S S U M P T I O N S  A B O U T  T H E  S A F E T Y  

O F  T HE  WO R LD, T HE  P O S I T I V E  V I E W  

O F  T H E  S E LF, A N D  T H E  

ME A N I N GF U L O R D E R  O F  

C R E AT I O N .”  - - D R . J U D I T H  H E R M A N , 

T R A U M A  A N D  R E C OV E RY



THANK 
YOU

C O N TA C T  I N F O : R E B A K C O @ G M A I L

5 1 3 - 2 6 2 - 0 1 8 4


