
Headlines 

May 2024 

 Emerging

Generations,

Prayers

2 

 Circuit Ministry 3 

 Dates to

Remember

4 

 CIVI, Annual

Reports, LSM

Course

 Annual

 Conference

Opportunities

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

 General

Conference

Talking Points

 Camping

 More About

Annual

Conference

10 

11 

12 

Hocking River District 
UMC 

A Matter of Perspective 

Dear Hocking River District Family and Friends, 

It was May 1988, and I was standing with my Mom inside the Gateway 
Arch, known as “The Gateway to the West” overlooking the city of St. 
Louis to the west and the Mississippi River and southern Illinois to the 
East. What a fabulous and fascinating structure it is!   

Depending on one’s point of view, the Arch can appear to be a few inches 
tall (from an airplane looking down) or a mile high (looking from the ground up). 
It could seem like a flimsy piece of art (from a distance) or a solid wall of 
steel (an arm’s length away).  It could be the source of a great family 
memory or something we prefer to forget or avoid. This architectural 
wonder, known as the Gateway Arch, can appear to be different things to 
us, depending on our point of view. 

It was a church meeting that afforded me the opportunity to see the      
famous Arch.  My father, the late Rev. W. Jing Chow, was the chair of the 
West Ohio delegation to the 1988 General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. While he was busy with legislative work, my Mom 
and I enjoyed the sights and tastes of St. Louis. And while we toured the 
city, Dad and the other thousand or so delegates busily prepared      
themselves for intense and holy conferencing. 

Depending on one’s point of view, General Conference can be a lot of 
hard and agonizing work and/or it can be a time of great joy with worship 
and fellowship.  It can be painful and hurtful and/or it could be filled with 
celebration and victory. 

Those few days in St. Louis, with my Mom and Dad, gave me a new   
perspective on the Church.  My limited understanding of the workings of 
the United Methodist Church expanded exponentially. I was in my first     
appointment out of seminary, and I didn’t know nearly as much as I 
thought I did. 

Reverend Chow’s message continued on page 2…. 



 

Growing up in the church, I never really paid much attention to what a General Conference 

was or what it did.  I knew about “Annual Conference” (which was synonymous with “Lakeside” for 
our family) and the individual churches I attended.  In some naive way, my perspective as a 
youth was that every United Methodist Church was just like every other United Methodist 
Church - thinking, believing, and doing everything the same way. 
 

What I eventually began to understand was that there are many opinions, perspectives, and   

beliefs in the Church as well as interpretations.  Some of us believe our point of view is the  

only one or the right one. And so, some voice their opinions loudly, while others choose NOT 

to speak as much.  That dynamic hasn’t changed much over the generations. 

Thirty-six years after my first General Conference, I found myself (with Nancy), sitting in the 
Charlotte Convention Center in downtown Charlotte, North Carolina.  This seemed like the 
first time in forever since the 1988 General Conference.  Looking inward, I realized how my 
perspective has continued to evolve over the years, based on life experiences, personal          
relationships, and deeper understanding. 
 

At the postponed 2020 General Conference held in 2024, there was a new perspective for 
many, if not most, of the delegates and other attenders. I experienced a sweet spirit of unity, 
harmony, and collaboration.  Overall, it appeared that most of the decisions (yes or no) passed 
by a resounding majority (many over 90%), which is highly unusual for any church             
conference. While many sensed a hope-filled atmosphere, others experienced quite the         
opposite. Some liked the outcomes, others did not. 
 

Overall, my experience of the recent General Conference left me with a sense of hope for the 
future of the United Methodist Church, but I also realize there is still work to be done. Many 
significant decisions were made. Some are yet to be finalized. I trust there is a renewed sense 
of pursuing our mission of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world” and not spending so much time and energy focusing on what divides us. 
 

The theme of the General Conference was “and Know that I am God…” based on the verse: 
“Be still, and know that I am God! I will be honored by every nation. I will be honored 

throughout the world.” (Psalm 46:10 NLT) 
 

Grateful to be on the journey with you!  May we all learn to 

Be Still and know that God is God! 
Mark  
 

 

 
Please remember with thanksgiving the life and ministry of our    
brother, Pastor Robert VanBibber. He served many years at Connett 
United Methodist Church, and passed from this life on April 26, 2024. 
Keep his family and congregation in prayer. 



 

Connect with others working with Emerging Generations! 
 
We’d love to be able to gather to share resources, best practices, and dream together, but 

want to hear from you about best way to connect with others who are doing the same 

across our district. If you are a volunteer or staff person who works with children or youth in 

the Hocking River District, take a few moments between now and May 10th to fill out this 

short survey to let us know! Hocking River District Children and Youth Worker Survey  If 

you have any questions, please contact Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen            

Engagement,  Ann Marie Carley (amcarley@wocumc.org). 

Many thanks for the churches and pastors that hosted our recent District Circuit 

Ministry Training Events! 

 
         Church (County) and  Pastor

     
Chester (Meigs)    

   Scott Blevins 
Nelsonville First (Athens)  

   Dave Roach 
Zanesville Coburn (Muskingum) 

   Mark Raaker 

Marietta Gilman (Washington)  

   Doug Thompson 

  

https://forms.gle/r2aLg4RYARpUedgc9
mailto:amcarley@wocumc.org


 

 

Highlights from General Conference -  

Charlotte, North Carolina 

 
 

 

 

   

Pictured above      Pictured above 
Rev. Rachel Miller with Mark and Nancy; Rev. Wade Giffin;    Bishop Bard leads holy communion 

Rev. Justin Williams, Kenzie Kuhn and Kay Panovec, WOC Communications Team;  Rev. Justin Williams 
Mark and Nancy; Rev. Dr. Todd Anderson 



 

 

 

Clergy Session 

 Wednesday, May 15, 2024 - 9:00am - Christ UMC, Kettering 

District Spring Conference -  

 Sunday, May 19, 2024 - 2:00pm - (Belpre) St Mark’s UMC 

West Ohio Annual Conference -  

 Wednesday, May 29, 2024 - Saturday, June 1, 2024 - Capital University, Bexley OH 

Starting Well (for Pastors/SPRC’s in new appointments) 

 Wednesday, July 24, 2024 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm - (Zanesville) Grace UMC 

 

Lasagna Dinner Friday Night at Bexley UMC 

Bexley United Methodist Church is sponsoring a dinner benefiting missions on Friday evening, 
May 31st, 5:00 - 7:00 pm. for 2024 West Ohio Annual Conference Attendees and their families in 
the beautiful Maloney Center of the church, 2657 E. Broad St, Bexley, OH 43209. They are located 
less than 2 miles from Capital University with ample parking. The menu for this dinner will be Meat 
Lasagna, Vegetable Lasagna, Garlic Bread sticks, Salad Bar, and homemade desserts. Limited to the 
first 140 registrations. Adult meals are $12.00, children 3 - 17 are $5.00. Click here for the link to 
register. 
 

Deconsecration Service at Camp Otterbein set for June 16th  
Former campers, employees, camp counselors, and supporters of Camps Widewater and Otterbein 
are encouraged to attend deconsecration services this summer.  
The services are set for Saturday, June 15, at 2:00pm at Camp 
Widewater and Sunday, June 16, at 4:00pm at Camp Otterbein. 
More information will be made available soon.  

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2024 

https://onrealm.org/BexleyUnitedMet/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWM3NmZjODUtNzRhNi00Y2Q3LWIyNTItYjEyYTAxMzk3ZGM4
https://onrealm.org/BexleyUnitedMet/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWM3NmZjODUtNzRhNi00Y2Q3LWIyNTItYjEyYTAxMzk3ZGM4


 

If you need to change your electronic record with the West 

Ohio Conference, 

 
PLEASE contact the Hocking River District Office at the number listed on this 

page.  

Creating a new account creates problems for registration for  

Annual Conference and other events.  
If your primary email address or phone number is changed, or you have moved, or 

gotten married, etc., we need to use the original record and make changes there. 

Call or email me with any changes, and I am happy to make updates! 

Use the Conference Website for Annual Reporting OR Fill Out the Paper Forms 

That Have Been Mailed Out and Return to the District Office By June 1st 

 
All forms must be sent in by June 1, with the exception of the Statistics (Year 

End Report), which was due by April 15. 

 
Copy and paste the following link into your browser to complete Statistics 

online: 

 

https://westohioumc.org/stewardship-finance/end-year-reports 

 
PHONE NUMBER FOR HOCKING RIVER DISTRICT OFFICE: 

(740) 677-0136 

Leading Public Prayer 

LSM Advanced Course  

Instructor: Rev. Joel Harbarger 
 

Praying in public can be daunting, but prayer is something one learns. This course on praying in 
public will help the participants grow in confidence and skill in public prayer and enrich their      
personal prayer life. This is a CORE course for becoming a certified lay speaker. 
Dates/Times: 
           Friday, June 7, 2024 – 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM 
           Saturday, June 8, 2024 – 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM 
  
TWO options for taking the class: In-person OR ZOOM 
HRD-Leading Public Prayer-LSM Core Class | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church 

(westohioumc.org)  
 
 

https://westohioumc.org/hockingriver/event/hrd-leading-public-prayer-lsm-core-class
https://westohioumc.org/hockingriver/event/hrd-leading-public-prayer-lsm-core-class


 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES AT GENERAL CONFERENCE 

The Urban Farm Church at Maize Manor UMC is a sustainable urban farm where people come to 
center the heart, mind, body, and spirit, and serve their neighbors. Built in 2023, the 1/2-acre Farm 
produced and gave away 2,000 pounds of fresh vegetables in its first year, and expects to triple 
that in 2024! The 4.5-acre site also includes a meditation garden and wildflower prairie, and a    
1/2-mile storybook nature trail is being built this spring. 

DETAILS: 
Come between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm. Wear boots or old shoes; bring work gloves. Volunteers 
will receive a free Urban Farm Church water bottle! Adults, youth, and families with children are 
welcome! 

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING: 
Learn about sustainable, urban agriculture and how your church can start growing food for your 
community! Tasks may include planting, weeding, watering, painting, or light construction. In case 
of rain, indoor activities may include painting and sorting clothing for our free clothing closet. 

REGISTRATION will close when all spots are filled or on Thursday, May 23, 2024 
 

Mission Opportunity: Urban Farm Church | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)  

 Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio is a non-profit, full-service pharmacy that provides          
medications to those who can't otherwise afford them. We began this work in 2010 and have 
grown to serve more than 1,600 patients with 100,000+ free prescriptions each year. Pharmacists 
and pharmacy students use each visit with our patients to help educate and empower them       
toward reaching their best health. 

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING: 

This is an excellent team building event and requires no prior experience.  The Charitable        
Pharmacy receives blister cards of donated medicines from nursing homes, and is able to up-cycle 
the medicines as a free source of inventory. These cards arrive in large boxes and require         
sorting. Volunteers will join together to open these boxes, sort the cards alphabetically by 
the drug name, and then bundle them by like items and mark the expiration dates. In doing 
so, you will help organize this important resource and make it usable for our pharmacy team to 
provide to patients. We'll end the sorting fun with a quick tour of the Pharmacy! 

DETAILS: 

The Charitable Pharmacy can accommodate up to 25 volunteers from 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm on 
Wednesday, May 29th. The Pharmacy is located in Livingston United Methodist Church,             
200 E. Livingston Avenue, Columbus, 43215 and is about 10 minutes from Capital University.   
Parking is available in the church lot. 

REGISTRATION will close when all spots are filled or on Thursday, May 23, 2024 
 
Mission Opportunity: Charitable Pharmacy | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)  

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-urban-farm-church
https://westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-charitable-pharmacy


 

The United Methodist Free Store provides gently used clothing and household items to individuals 
and families in a hospitable atmosphere that affirms the self-worth of each individual. More than 
50,000 families have become members of the Free Store since we opened our doors in January 
1999.  The success of the Free Store is the result of individuals, local businesses, and church         
congregations in the Central Ohio area. And of course our volunteers! 

We accept donations of gently used clothing (infant-adult sizes) and household items (books, toys, 
dishes, linens, baby items, etc.). 

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING: 

Customer service, sorting donations, and restocking racks, shelves and shoes. 

DETAILS: 

Volunteer from 12:00 pm – 2:00 pm, up to 15 volunteers 
(Note that volunteers are also needed in the morning. If you are interested in volunteering from 9:00 
am - 12:00 pm, please reach out to Desaree Barrows directly, dbarrows@4allpeople.net.) 

Wear comfortable clothing and bring refillable water bottles. 

Parking is available onsite. 

The Church for All People is downtown, about a 10-minute drive from Capital University. 

REGISTRATION will close when all spots are filled or on Thursday, May 23, 2024 
 
Mission Opportunity: Church for All People Free Store | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church 

(westohioumc.org)  

Amina's Dream Team at Lewis Center United Methodist Church uses their sewing and non-sewing 
talents in support of Watoto Read, to create reusable menstrual kits to help refugee girls be able to 
stay in school while they are on their periods.  

Watoto Read is partnering with Days for Girls International to provide menstrual hygiene products 
to middle school girls. Days for Girls has developed an ingenious patented kit that includes          
waterproof shields and absorbent liners which act as reusable feminine pads. The kit also includes a 
reusable bag for storing soiled hygiene items, underwear, soap, and washcloths. These are all      
provided in a discreet colorful drawstring bag. Each kit lasts for up to 3 years. The kits are provided 
to refugee girls along with reproductive health education. These kits will help girls stay in school, 
build their confidence, inspire vital conversations around female health, leadership, and safety as 
well as preserve dignity…all through addressing periods. 

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING: 
Cutting, sewing, sorting, etc. 

DETAILS:  
This ministry can accommodate 6 -  8 volunteers from 2:00 - 4:00 PM on Wednesday, May 
29th.  Lewis Center UMC is about a 30 minute drive from Capital University.  

REGISTRATION will close when all spots are filled or on Thursday, May 23, 2024 
 
Mission Opportunity: Amina's Dream Team | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church (westohioumc.org)  

mailto:dbarrows@4allpeople.net
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-free-store
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-free-store
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-aminas-dream-team


Community Development for All People (CD4AP) began the Healthy Eating and Living (HEAL)     
program in 2012 in order to accompany people as they take steps to live healthy, balanced lives. The 
HEAL seeks to build a healthy community by increasing access to fresh food from the All People's 
Fresh Market, and engaging people in healthy eating and living activieis.  At the All People's Fresh 
Market, households earning less than 200% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines can shop for free, 
fresh produce every day that we are open (Tuesday to Saturday).  New shoppers only need an ID to 
shop at the market.  

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING: 

Volunteers assist with providing radical hospitality through greeting and welcoming shoppers 
(market members), stocking shelves, packing boxes for our drive through, signing-in market    
members (inside or outside drive-thru), and keeping the market clean as needed.  

Six volunteers are needed on Wednesday, May 29th from 12:30 - 3:30 pm. (FIRST SHIFT THAT 
DAY.) Six volunteers are needed on Wednesday, May 29th from 3:00 - 5:00 pm. (SECOND 
SHIFT THAT DAY.)  

DETAILS: 

Volunteers should dress appropriately for the weather since some will be outside helping with the 
drive-thru. Volunteers should also wear closed toe shoes and comfortable clothes they do not care 
to get dirty. They are welcome to bring their water bottles, we have an onsite market sink where 
they can refill their bottles. 

Note that they accept donations of reusable shopping bags if you would like to bring some. 

Parking is available onsite. 

The Church for All People Fresh Market is downtown, about a 10-minute drive from Capital 
University. 

REGISTRATION will close when all spots are filled or on Thursday, May 23, 2024 

Mission Opportunity: Church for All People Fresh Market FIRST SHIFT | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church 

(westohioumc.org) 

Mission Opportunity: Church for All People Fresh Market SECOND SHIFT | West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist 

Church (westohioumc.org) 

 The Buckets of Blessings Challenge 

This year’s mission collection is for the Bishop's Buckets of Blessings Challenge, where we will see which 
District can contribute the most buckets of cleaning supplies! Also called Home Care Kits, these buckets   
include liquid household cleaner, dish soap, liquid laundry detergent, and a scrub brush, all in a 5-gallon   
bucket. 
For his final Annual Conference as West Ohio's Bishop, let's make sure we shower Bishop Palmer with 
Buckets of Blessings!  Donations can be brought to the Mission Truck at Annual Conference.   
We have a couple of dozen buckets at the Hocking River District office if a church wants to purchase the 
“ingredients” and fill those buckets for the Challenge. Free to the first to show up and take them! 
Call 740-677-0136 to make sure Barbara is there to hand you the buckets. 

https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-fresh-market-first-shift
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-fresh-market-first-shift
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-fresh-market-second-shift
https://www.westohioumc.org/conference/event/mission-opportunity-church-all-people-fresh-market-second-shift
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Ushers Needed 

We are looking for a few people to serve as Ushers, which would consist of being hospitable, assisting      
conference members and staff as needed, setting up the conference space prior to the daily events, 
etc.  Please email usherwoc@butter.toast.net and include your name and phone number.  We will be in 
touch as soon as possible.  Thank you so much!  The Annual Conference Usher Team 

 Annual Conference Prayer Vigil 

Sign your church up today to support the work being done at Annual Conference through prayer!  Intervals 
of 30 minutes are available throughout Annual Conference for your congregation to be in prayer.  As the 
time draws closer to Annual Conference you will be given prompts to help guide your time with God.    
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9AE23A7F8C70-49108211-west#/

Greeters, Parking Lot Assistants, Golf Cart Drivers, 
Lunch and Picnic Volunteers Needed 

Many hands are needed to help us navigate Annual Conference this year.  If you are attending and can take 
a shift welcoming folks, driving a golf cart, or assisting with distribution of our lunches, please sign up!  We 
need you!  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA9AE23A7F8C70-49108211-west#/

Annual Conference 'Picnic in the Park' set for May 30 

Join in on the fun! Connectional Ministries will host a 'Picnic in the Park' over our dinner break on 
Thursday evening, May 30, from 5:30-7:00 pm, between the afternoon and Laity Sessions that 
evening. 

The party will be held on the lawn just north of the Student Union, about a block from the Capital 
Center. We will have music, lawn games, and a great variety of FOOD TRUCKS for you to     
purchase your dinner! We may even have a game of sand volleyball, weather permitting! Young 
clergy and their families are invited to meet up at this event. The rain location will be inside the    
student union in the Schneider Conference Room. No preregistration is required. Remember to 
bring your own lawn chairs or picnic blankets!  

https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkdyrPZnJ2A4dyGp6RnDVoQuWnEoxDYlaITk1E-2F7JDve-2BM-3DdnVD_N7PqMzHRDRUDiqvTFExuNIPo9bvWZx5Iauh9UFt58XcfyUgML5jG5CPykHtHXP-2Bwkd4oII12aeZ5yNV94
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkdbN-2Fi1g1wbzi0dA3d8MbiS-2FggvyibhCElxL-2BwGVP-2BxPs-3D0C8O_N7PqMzHRDRUDiqvTFExuNIPo9bvWZx5Iauh9UFt58XcfyUgML5jG5CPykHtHXP-2BwntBg1OjaE3eHg
https://u4527000.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.a5G2T13sgUFkfpEgtHCHWk-2BX32YmMkCH4F77-2Bo3U5q3FS-2F7JJBvBvcZJIcGoEXkd-2F1Dz7lWE4WvOMRcxy0p6J79l3lLfukwoy8fA9T-2F3kl4-3DVzUZ_N7PqMzHRDRUDiqvTFExuNIPo9bvWZx5Iauh9UFt58XcfyUgML5jG5CPykHtHXP-2BwGrRdSCK8b-2F-2BsG


General Conference Summary From Bishop Palmer
Dear friends in the West Ohio Conference, 

It is my privilege to greet you again from the General Conference of The United Methodist Church. The work of the 
General Conference has been shaped by inspiring worship, intentional prayer and thoughtful pacing. It has been a 
joy to watch the ways that the delegates from the West Ohio Conference have been diligent in their service. They 
are true servant leaders. We all should feel good about this.  

One of the things that I am convinced of in our culture is that we are driven by our consumption of headlines and 
sound bites. This is likely not news to you. Headlines are developed to draw us in but do not and cannot convey de-
tail, depth and nuance. That said I want to highlight some (but by no means all) of the work the General Confer-
ence. 

1. Adopted a budget four-year budget of $353.6 (down 41%)

2. Adopted the Revised Social Principles

3. Approved entering into Full Communion with the Episcopal Church
4. Affirmed a renewed commitment to eradicating racism and colonialism

5. Eliminated "incompatibility" language regarding homosexuality

6. Removed the barriers to gay and lesbian persons being fairly considered for ordained, licensed and commis-
sioned ministry.

 These changes bring the Book of Discipline back to a neutral place where one group is not singled out for discrimi-
nation. It holds space for differing opinions within The United Methodist Church. 

Let me reiterate the above is by no means an exhaustive list. There is so much more to tell and understand. But al-
low me to address a few obvious things. 

The mission of The United Methodist Church continues to be making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world. I am and will continue to be wholly committed to this mission and I expect you to be also. We should 
expect that of one another and encourage one another in this good work. 

The removal of barriers to serving in vocational ministry is eliminating prohibitions but does not take the work of 
discernment away from District Committees on Ministry, the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry and the Cler-
gy Session of the Annual Conference. 

Clergy retain full discretion on determining for whom they will perform the marriage ceremony. They also retain 
primary responsibility for determining building use for religious services. Pastors are expected to work appropriate-
ly with local church trustees. 

I will be meeting with the cabinet and staff May 6-7-8, following which there will be more to say. We will continue 
identifying and talking through the work of the General Conference and its implications for us over the next days 
and weeks including during Annual Conference. In the meantime, stay on mission and breathe and "be still.” God is 
at work and God reigns. 

Yours in Christ, 
+Bishop Gregory V. Palmer



 

New Resource for Congregations Looking to Grow Younger! 
 

Last month over 160 leaders from 45 different congregations across West Ohio came together at Ohio 

Wesleyan University for Generate 2024. There were six different generations represented during this trans-

formational day of learning, listening, and launching a movement of growing younger. There will be many 

more stories to share from this day as churches across West Ohio continue to take their next steps in 

growing younger.  
If you missed this event or lost your notes, you can now find the resources shared during the day and hear 

what others thought by visiting www.generateohio.org. Not only will you find the notebooks and slides 

shared during Generate, additional resources like summer camp options, connecting with our family ministry 

networks, and micro-grant information is available. Stop by often as resources are being added frequently.  

Lakeside Institute 

July 21-27, 2024 
 
Lakeside Institute is a camp like no other. Located inside the gates of the Lakeside Chautauqua community, 

Lakeside Institute has been helping youth and young adults, ages 14 through age 20, further their personal 

faith journeys for over 100 years!  
Through daily messages, small group conversations, large & small group activities, devotionals and worship 

opportunities, each youth is encouraged to develop their individual relationship with Christ. Supported by 

adult volunteers, the camp Chaplain and their peers, Lakeside Institute provides a place for them to explore 

their personal faith beliefs, deepen their understanding of God’s work in the world, ask questions, and pre-

pare for a lifelong journey of faith.   

 
The theme for camp this summer is “Finding the ME in the WE.”  Using Luke 1:28 and the story of Mary as 

an entry point, youth will explore what it means to claim their God given identity, while also remaining 

deeply connected to the larger community where they have been called. 

 
While Lakeside Institute runs through East Ohio Conference, there is a long history of involvement from 

West Ohio as well.  Hilliard UMC has several leaders on staff, including one of the deans (April Andrick) 

and this year’s chaplain (Rev. April Blaine).  The leadership works to create an accommodating and inclusive 

environment for all young people, including LGBTQIA+ youth.   

 
Campers stay in Wo-Ho-Mis and nearby cabins on the grounds of Lakeside.  Youth are welcome to come 

on their own, or with others from their church. Come and join the fun at 

Lakeside Institute this summer! 

 

Promo Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjMNP4glseE 

Register Here: https://lakesideinstitute.wordpress.com/register/ 

http://www.generateohio.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjMNP4glseE
https://lakesideinstitute.wordpress.com/register/


 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS:     

West Ohio Annual Conference Session 
Wednesday, May 29 - Saturday, June 1, 2024 

Capital University, Bexley OH   

New!  ‘Buckets of Blessings’ Donations 

As we do every year at Annual Conference, West Ohio Disaster Response Ministries will be collecting kits 
and supplies for Midwest Mission Distribution Center, our North Central Jurisdiction UMCOR                   
depot.  However, this year’s collection will also include the Bishop’s Buckets of Blessings Challenge, 
where we see which District can contribute the most buckets of cleaning supplies!   
 

In Appreciation of Bishop and Mrs. Cynthia Palmer 

In celebration of Bishop Palmer’s retirement after 24 years in Episcopal Leadership, twelve of those   
serving in West Ohio, you are invited to send cards and letters to them c/o the West Ohio Conference 
Center, 32 Wesley Blvd., Worthington, OH 43085, by May 15th. And if you wish to contribute to a love 
offering, checks can be sent c/o the United Methodist Foundation of West Ohio at the Conference Center 
address.  
 

Lasagna Dinner Friday Night at Bexley UMC                                                                                                                      
Bexley United Methodist Church is sponsoring a dinner benefiting missions on Friday evening, May 
31st, 5:00 - 7:00 pm. for 2024 West Ohio Annual Conference Attendees and their families in the beautiful 
Maloney Center of the church, 2657 E. Broad St, Bexley, OH 43209. They are located less than 2 miles 
from Capital University with ample parking. The menu for this dinner will be Meat Lasagna, Vegetable 
Lasagna, Garlic Bread sticks, Salad Bar, and homemade desserts. Limited to the first 140 registrations. 
Adult meals are $12.00, children 3 - 17 are $5.00. Click here for the link to register.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Office Hours: M-F  8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

E-Mails:      Office - hockingriverdistrict@wocumc.org  

Mark Chow, DS -  mchow@wocumc.org  

Barbara Conover, Office Admin. - bconover@wocumc.org 

 

https://onrealm.org/BexleyUnitedMet/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=NWM3NmZjODUtNzRhNi00Y2Q3LWIyNTItYjEyYTAxMzk3ZGM4
mailto:hockingriver@wocumc.org
mailto:bconover@wocumc.org



